
Fall into Fashion – A Review 
 

 

On 10 October, AWA’s major charity fundraiser of the year – Fall into Fashion – took place.  
Anthea Hankey and her assembled team had come up with the idea as an ingenious way to 
raise money to assist the Wiener Frauenhäuser. 
 
From the moment I heard about the event some months ago I was intrigued by the concept:  

AWA members would donate their gently-worn fashions, which could 
then be purchased by members and guests to fill their own closets with 
new clothes and our charity coffers with funds.  The real eye-opener for 
me came when I stopped by the Clubhouse one day and was dazzled by a 
gorgeous evening gown on display, a donation for Fall into Fashion.  Each 
successive visit to the Clubhouse revealed the growing collection of 
beautiful daytime and evening wear, as well as handbags and accessories, 
to rival many Viennese boutiques.  The quality of the fashions inspired me 
to contribute some well-loved pieces of my own. To say I was looking 

forward to the event over the following weeks would be an understatement – I couldn’t 
wait. 
 
The Outreach team had secured an ideal city location for the well-
attended event, for which no admission fee was charged.  Music was 
provided by Liz Calle.  Our always-generous members had also 
donated wine, sekt and snacks.  Congenial husbands and friends 
served as bartenders, and we kept them quite busy all evening.  Each 
drink purchase was also a ticket for the prize drawing on attractive 
goods and services. Beauty and style consultants were on hand to 
offer their advice and talents. The glam factor was given a boost by 
AWA members who modeled some of the donated clothes as they 
mingled with guests.  People I chatted with were purchasing clothing (daytime and evening 
wear--Trachten styles--coats!), shoes and accessories at irresistible prices, as well as bidding 
on high-end designer bags.  What a great evening! 
 

Once again, the willingness of AWA members to offer 
their time and talents always astounds me.  Imagine the 
work of collecting and transporting the goods to and 
from the venue; pricing and tagging all items; and 
sorting, hanging and displaying them.  Members also 
shared their special skills in tailoring and photography 
and took care of the myriad behind-the-scenes tasks 
necessary to make such an event a success. 

 
I know I speak for many members when I say thank you to Anthea Hankey and her tireless 
team and congratulations on a job well done! 
 
Janet Auinger 


